
The Currency of God's Kingdom 

 
When Katherine and I lived in Due West, SC, a major attraction for locals was a place called 

Grits and Groceries. Located right off Due West Hwy in rural Belton, it is a welcome stop on your 

way to Anderson. Owners Heidi and Joe Trull are accomplished chefs. Both of whom worked with 

Emeril Lagasse at his famous New Orleans French Quarter restaurant, Nola. Heidi also owned 

Elizabeth's Restaurant in New Orleans and Joe worked as Emeril's prestigious pastry chef. 

Interestingly, these attainments were left behind in order to raise their son, Tom Trull, in rural 

South Carolina and open Grits and Groceries at an old refurbished country store. Had they not been 

willing to sacrifice their careers in New Orleans, the good people of Abbeville and Anderson counties, 

including many a hungry college student, would have missed out on the creative southern cuisine of 

these excellent chefs. 

As I think about their sacrifice, it reminds me of the gospel. Jesus, who from eternity past was 

in the bosom of the Father, volunteered to join in the purposes of his Father's covenant to redeem from 

out of a dying world his precious elect. Had Jesus chosen, as he very well could have, to not lay down 

his glory we would have missed out on the gracious gift of truly knowing God eternally in Jesus. 

This Gospel should also have a “boots on the ground” effect in our lives. The fact is that if we are 

saved by such a person as Jesus and are thereby united to such a person as Jesus, then how can we 

expect to live any other life than His life? To be united to Christ means that we are not only united to 

Him in His resurrection, but we are united to Him in His death! This means that we will 

unquestionably suffer in this world. There will be trials and pain. And, just like that our daily dying 

will result in a fruitfulness in his kingdom. As we lay down our lives in the way of Jesus, it is then that 

God shows forth his power and glory. As Paul teaches us, "we hold this treasure in jars of clay, to show 

that the surpassing power belongs to God and not to us". 

Death is the divine currency of the kingdom of God. If we want to see souls saved, then there 

will necessarily be a personal dying to self. If we want to see others filled with the Spirit in all love, 

goodness, and self-control, then there will necessarily be an emptying of ourselves. It's counter to 

all that we are taught in the handbook of secular America, but it is the way of Jesus: " I have said these 

things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I 

have overcome the world" (John 16:33). 

 

In Jesus, 

 

Tom 


